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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 1016 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, SN. KN 

SUBJECT: SINGAPORE COOL TO VISIT OF NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION 

1 . EMBASSY HAS LEARNED FROM MINDEF SOURCES THAT GOS IS 
RELUCTANT TO RECEIVE NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION HEADED BY VICE PRIMIER 
AND MINISTER OF TRADE KONG JIN TAE. KOREANS HAD REQUESTED VISIT 

3-6 MARCH FOLLOWING THEIR KUALA LUMPUR STOP. GOS REPLIED THAT THESE 
DATES WERE INCONVENIENT, BUT THAT IT MIGHT CONSIDER 6-8 
MARCH. SINGAPOREAN HOPE, ACCORDING TO MINDEF SOURCES, WAS THAT 
KOREANS WOULD FIND THIS SUFFICIENTLY INCONVENIENT TO CANCEL 
VISIT. 

2. GOS RELUCTANCE, ESPECIALLY OF FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM, 

TO TALK TO NORTH KOREANS, APPEARS BASED ON GENERAL GOS DISTASTE 
FOR PYNONGYANG REGIME, INCLUDING ITS SUPPORT FOR TERRORISTS. 

(SIMILAR FACTOR INVOLVED IN RECENT REFUSAL OF CUBAN REQUEST 
FOR RECIPROCAL OPENING OF TRADE MISSIONS.) PROBABLY ALSO IN 
VOLVED IS GOS FEAR THAT PRESENCE OF RELATIVELY HIGH RANKING 
NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS IN DELEGATION, IN COMBINATION WITH PLANNED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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VISIT OF NORTH KOREAN CULTURAL GROUPS, WOULD GIVE THE DPRK 
TOO VISIBLE PROFILE IN COMPARISON ROK AS WELL AS WITH OTHER 
COMMUNIST POWERS. FURTHER, ALTHOUGH ROK IS A VALUED TRADE 
PARTNER, SINGAPOREANS NOT TOO INTERESTED IN SEEKING EXPANDED 
TRADE WITH NORTH KOREANS IN VIEW LATTER'S PROBABLY NEED FOR 
CREDITS AND THEIR DEADBEAT REPUTATION IN REPAYMENT. EXTENSION 
OF CREDIT COULD ALSO PUT GOS IN AWKWARD POSITION WITH SUCH DPRK 
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CREDITORS AS JAPAN. 

3. IF NORTH KOREANS ARE DETERMINED TO COME DESPITE GOS RELUCTANCE, 

IT IS UNLIKELY THEY WILL BE DETERRED BY GOS REQUEST FOR 
DELAY. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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